
Minutes of Special and Regular Meeting of March 10, 2009 
  
Special/Closed/etc. 
SPECIAL MEETINGS 
  

CLOSED SESSION - 5:45 P.M. 

A.               Conference with Labor Negotiator, Jack Crist, pursuant to Government Code 

Section 54957.6: MMCEA 

B.                Conference with Real Property Negotiator Crist pursuant to Government Code 

Section 54956.8: Two Parcels, APN's 045-162-070 and a portion of APN 040-

281-340 

C.                Conference with Legal Counsel Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9, 

Significant Exposure to Litigation: One Case 

D.               Conference with Legal Counsel Pursuant to Government Code Section 

54956.9(a), Existing Litigation: Belmont v. Murphy 

  
Attended by Councilmembers Feierbach, Wozniak, Braunstein, Dickenson, Lieberman, City 
Manager Crist, City Attorney Zafferano, Community Development Director de Melo, Finance 
Director Fil, Public Works Director Davis, Police Chief Mattei, and Human Resources Director 
Dino. City Clerk Cook was excused from attending.  
  

ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 6:50 P.M.  

             
            Terri 

Cook 
City Clerk 

  
This meeting was not tape recorded or videotaped. 
  

STUDY SESSION - 6:45 P.M. 
  

Report on Mid Year Financial Results - December 31, 2008 
Finance Director Fil provided a status of the City’s various funds at mid-year. He stated that San 

Mateo County will be reassessing many properties for fiscal year 2010, a one-time action 

resulting in a $3 billion loss for the county. He clarified that Belmont expects a one percent 

growth in property tax, whereas this figure is usually five percent. He noted that expenditures 

have been well-managed by the departments. 

  

Deputy Finance Director Lazzari reviewed key revenue variances from what was projected, and 

noted that the largest variance is in development fees and sales tax. She clarified that some 

revenues exceed their target. 

  

Finance Director Fil provided a ten-year comparison of sales tax revenues, as well as a 

comparison of sales tax revenues for the current year by category. He noted there is a need to 

address growth opportunities in economic development, and a need to diversify revenue sources. 

The Motor Vehicle License Fee may be a stable source of revenue in the future. The transit 



occupancy tax (TOT) is a volatile source which may be slow to recover. Property taxes are 

anticipated to be flat by the end of the current fiscal year. He commented that the budget cuts 

made in 2005 are paying off, and Belmont is in better condition than other cities. He reviewed 

impacts to the General Fund by department. 

  

Finance Director Fil stated that the Permit Center will be reorganized by reassigning some of the 

staff to the Redevelopment Agency on an interim basis and the reduction of one temporary 

position. He noted the duties of that position will be shared by Community Development and 

Finance. He recommended taking this action now. A five percent correction plan will be 

included in the 2010 Budget. 

  

In response to Council questions, Finance Director Fil clarified that an assessment is performed 

annually to ensure that staff assignments within the Redevelopment Agency are appropriate. He 

also clarified that all departments, including public safety, would need to comply with the budget 

correction plan. 

  

City Manager Crist clarified that there is no hiring freeze for public safety personnel. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson stated that he does not support any reductions in public safety. He 

commented that there is a need for a safe and solid police force as this affects quality of life and 

economic development. 

  

Mayor Braunstein stated that there may be ways to identify reductions that do not impact the 

department, and suggested letting the Chief determine the best course of action. 

  

Finance Director Fil described the various levels at which corrective action would be needed. He 

clarified that changes in the budget for the Technology Plan were due to the fact that the Plan 

was approved after this year’s budget had been approved. City Manager Crist clarified that the 

Emmett House is a multi-year project. It was under-budgeted for this current year, and the dollar 

amounts provided do not represent an increase in the overall budget. 

  

ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 7:22 P.M.  

             
            Terri 

Cook 
City Clerk 

  
This meeting tape recorded and videotaped. 
Audio recording 722 
  
REGULAR MEETING 
REGULAR MEETING 

CALL TO ORDER 7:35 P.M. 
  

ROLL CALL 
COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: Feierbach, Dickenson, Lieberman Wozniak, Braunstein 

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT: None 



Staff Present: City Manager Crist, City Attorney Zafferano, Community Development Director 

de Melo, Public Works Director Davis, Finance Director Fil, Police Chief Mattei, Deputy 

Finance Director Lazzari, Parks Manager Ourtiague, Recreation Manager Brunson, Executive 

Assistant Stallings, City Treasurer Violet, City Clerk Cook. 

  

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
City Attorney Zafferano stated that direction was given but no action taken on Closed Sessions 

held earlier this evening. He reported that a final agreement was reached in the matter of 

Belmont vs. Grover as a result of direction from previous closed sessions. A stipulated judgment 

has been entered into in this matter. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Kathleen Beasley, Belmont Library Manager, announced upcoming events at the Belmont 

Library. She also announced that a new teen advisory group has been formed at the Library. 

  

Tim O’Brien, Belmont resident, stated that he perused the City’s website recently, and he 

thanked the Council for supporting many environmentally-friendly projects. 

  

Nina Mittelstadt and Alyssa Kramer, Carlmont High School Interact Club, described Interacts 

events and invited the public to participate in their fundraising efforts. 

  

Rick Frautschi, Belmont resident, commented regarding Councilmember Lieberman’s quotes in 

a recent newspaper article about the Alameda de las Pulgas restriping project. He noted that the 

responsibility for this roadway lies in Belmont, not San Carlos. Parking issues in the area were 

explored as far back as 2006. He noted that Alameda is one lane in each direction in San Carlos 

and in most of Belmont. He thanked Councilmembers Dickenson, Wozniak and Feierbach, and 

Public Works Director Davis for supporting the restriping. He commented that San Carlos has 

turned a deaf ear to the City of Belmont in its own development, some of which has or will affect 

Belmont. Pedestrian safety is a priority. 

  

Pat Giorni, Burlingame cyclist, urged Belmont to retain the bike lane on Alameda de las Pulgas. 

She noted this roadway is a major bike route in the area, and she expressed support for 

accommodating pedestrians and bicyclists.  

  

Daniel Domonoske, South Bay Recycling, stated his company is one of two companies in 

competition to be the recycling provider for the area. He invited the public to attend an 

informational meeting. He noted his company has the lowest cost and the most California 

experience. 

  

Gladwyn D’Souza, Belmont resident, stated that Alameda de las Pulgas is a critical route for 

bicyclists. He stated he does not support attempts to restore the vehicle lane on Alameda. There 

is a need to address how to best allocate infrastructure resources. 

  



Mike Mahoney, Hudson Baylor, requested that the Council consider discussing the new 

recycling facility prior to the time when a decision will be made regarding the provider of 

services for the recycling center. 

  

Simon Chan commented regarding a recent article in the newspaper regarding Notre Dame de 

Namur University (NDNU) fraternity/rental houses. He recommended not regulating rentals any 

more than they already are. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach responded that when she spoke with the reporter, she asked him not to 

focus solely on NDNU, and she clarified she never used the word “frat” when discussing this 

matter with him. 

  

Russel McCluskey, NDNU student, stated that it is expensive to live on campus. He noted that 

the students want to be a part of the community and not feel that they have a target on their back. 

  

Patricia Suzuki, San Mateo County Labor Council, requested that the City Council consider a 

resolution in support of the Employee Free Choice legislation, which was introduced recently in 

Congress. She noted that many California legislators have expressed support for the legislation, 

and the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors has approved a resolution in support. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she would be adding this as an Item 9 to the next meeting 

agenda, for Council consideration. 

  

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Councilmember Lieberman thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for enabling the 

softball leagues to open their season the previous weekend. He noted that due to wet conditions 

on Friday, the Opening Day ceremonies were canceled, but staff made a special trip over the 

weekend to check on field conditions. 

  

Mayor Braunstein announced that the Infrastructure Committee would be holding a special 

evening meeting on March 19
th

 in order to provide an opportunity for public input on the 

Alameda restriping project. He also announced the Spring Craft Faire, Carlmont High School’s 

Musical to be held in their new performing arts center, and the Earth Day celebration at Barrett 

Community Center. He noted that he will be giving the Mayor’s State of the City address on 

March 31
st
. 

  

AGENDA AMENDMENTS  
Councilmember Dickenson requested the removal of Consent Item 4-B (Written 

Communication) from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration. 

  

ITEMS APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 
Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 27, 2009, and Special Meetings of February 

18, 2009 and March 2, 2009 (Commission Interviews) 

  
ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Dickenson, seconded by Councilmember 

Lieberman, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved, as amended, by a show of hands. 



  

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR SEPARATE 

CONSIDERATION 

Received March 2, 2009, from the PUC, Notification of Application Filing by PG&E:Fuel 

Cell Project 
Councilmember Dickenson stated that the City Council receives similar tariff notices on a 

regular basis. He requested that they be posted to the City’s website. 

  

City Clerk Cook noted that in addition to receiving these notices from the Public Utilities 

Commission, they are published in the newspapers. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Dickenson, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Written Communication from the PUC, Notification of Application Filing by PG&E for Fuel 

Cell Project was unanimously filed by a show of hands. 

  

HEARINGS 

Public Hearing to Review Planning Commission Action from February 3, 2009, Public 

Hearing Regarding Conditional Use Permit and Design Review (T-Mobile), Pursuant to 

Municipal Code Section 1-11 
Mayor Braunstein noted that the staff recommendation is to continue this hearing to May 12

th
 in 

order to consult with an expert on this issue. 

  

Community Development Director de Melo reviewed the Planning Commission actions 

regarding this matter. He noted that the Municipal Code allows the City Council to request a 

review of items addressed by the Commission. Per the request of the Council at the last meeting, 

consultants have been contacted, and it is recommended that Council authorize the pursuit of a 

professional services agreement with a consultant. All information would be presented at the 

continued Public Hearing on May 12
th

. 

  

In response to Council questions, Community Development Director de Melo stated that the 

issues that would be addressed by an outside consultant include 1) confirmation of radio 

frequency analysis, 2) review of coverage maps, 3) review of alternate site analysis, and 4) 

recommendation regarding alternate sites not previously evaluated. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson expressed concerns regarding bias of a third-party consultant who 

has performed services for the telecommunications industry. He also requested that a full-

spectrum analysis also be produced. 

  

Councilmember Wozniak requested an analysis of cumulative human exposure to cell tower 

devices. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman expressed his desire that it be made clear what costs T-Mobile will 

pay for and what the City will be responsible for. 

  



Community Development Director de Melo stated that the four issues he outlined previously 

would be covered in the estimated cost for the consultant. It is unknown whether or not T-Mobile 

will pay for the consultant. 

  

City Attorney Zafferano clarified that this has been designated as a complex project, and the 

applicant can be charged for associated costs. 

  

Discussion ensued. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach recommended that the neighbors contact the Mid-Peninsula Water 

Board regarding their concerns, since the cell tower is proposed to be installed on their property. 

  

Mayor Braunstein opened the Public Hearing. 

  

Stanley Guan, Belmont resident, outlined a variety of recommendations with regard to this 

proposed cell tower. 

  

Ben Davies, T-Mobile, stated that a third-party consultant will find in favor of T-Mobile. He 

noted that T-Mobile will pay for the cost of the consultant. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Lieberman, seconded by Councilmember Dickenson 

and unanimously approved by a show of hands to continue the Public Hearing to May 12, 2009. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Dickenson, seconded by Councilmember Wozniak, 

and unanimously approved by a show of hands to direct staff to enter into a contract with a third-

party consultant to provide project analysis, as outlined. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

Resolution Approving, Authorizing and Directing the Issuance of Debt by the South 

Bayside Waste Management Authority (SBWMA) in the Maximum Amount of $65,455,000 

including an Amount Estimated to be Sufficient to Fund the Shoreway Master Plan 

Improvements Needed to Handle Future Tonnage from the Rollout of New Franchised 

Collection Services for Member Agencies and to Redeem the SBWMA’s 2000 Bonds; and 

for the Final Plan of Finance be Reviewed by the Finance Commission Prior to Council 

Taking Action on the Final Issuance of Debt 
Public Works Director Davis provided an update on the progress of the approval of the financing 

plan by the other jurisdictions. He noted that seven cities have approved it, and eight are required 

to implement. He provided an amended resolution, and noted that the Infrastructure Committee 

recommended approval by Belmont. 

  

In response to Councilmember Dickenson, Public Works Director Davis clarified that the current 

Joint Powers Agreement provides that each jurisdiction’s voting member is a member of the 

city’s staff. 

  

ACTION: Councilmember Lieberman made a motion, seconded by Mayor Braunstein, to 

approve the amended resolution as presented. 



  

Councilmember Lieberman clarified that his yes vote on this resolution would signify support for 

the expenditure in principle, and there will be a need to approve the future financing plan. 

  

Kevin McCarthy, SBWMA, noted that West Bay Sanitary had not yet taken action on the 

resolution, and Burlingame and Atherton voted no. The County of San Mateo has approved the 

resolution at subcommittee level but it had not been addressed by the full Board of Supervisors. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman noted that West Bay and the County may not be in support of this 

resolution. Mr. McCarthy clarified the County’s position, and noted that there may be issues 

regarding the choice of facility operator, and the County may take contingent approval on the 

resolution. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson stated that SBWMA is a multi-billion dollar business that continues 

to raise rates and is preparing to build a new $65 million facility. He expressed concern 

regarding the structure of the SBWMA board. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach noted that the facility needs to be rebuilt. 

  

Discussion ensued. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson stated that the goal is to reduce the amount of waste that needs to be 

transferred off site, and the new facility is designed to do much more than that. It may not be the 

right time to rebuild, and consultants should not be designing, the operator should. SBWMA was 

formed to borrow money to transfer waste and has become a large bureaucracy. 

  

Mr. McCarthy stated that there will be savings if the Master Plan is implemented. The current 

issue is the state of the credit market. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman expressed concerns that if there are continued delays, the facility will 

be even more expensive and trash rates may have to be raised even higher. The new contract is 

based on single stream collection, which cannot be accomplished in the existing facility. 

  

Public Works Director Davis clarified that there is a need to zero out any balances by the end of 

the franchise agreement in 2010. 

  

Mr. McCarthy stated that the existing equipment needs to be replaced. If single stream is not 

available, the contract can be amended, but diversion rates will be lower and operating costs will 

be higher. He noted that some costs for rebuilding have already been incurred. 

  

Gino Gasparini, Norcal Waste, stated that his company will be able to provide service to 

customers. He noted that many cities already utilize single-stream collection, which results in 

higher diversion rates. He acknowledged that there is a need to improve the current facility, but 

he noted that Allied Waste can function either way. 

  



Evan Boyd, Allied Waste, stated that any company can make do in the existing facility, but it 

has reached the end of its useful life. Even if a new facility is not built, a new roof is still needed, 

as are other items such as traffic improvements.  

  

Councilmember Wozniak stated that the future of solid waste may result in the need for no trash 

collection at all. There is no better plan at this time. She stated she is prepared to vote. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she is unsure regarding this matter and respects 

Councilmember Dickenson’s position. She also noted she recognizes the need for a new facility. 

  

Discussion ensued regarding details of the $65 million cost. 

  

ACTION: On the previous motion, Resolution 10098 Approving, Authorizing and Directing the 

Issuance of Debt by the South Bayside Waste Management Authority (SBWMA) in the 

Maximum Amount of $65,455,000 including an Amount Estimated to be Sufficient to Fund the 

Shoreway Master Plan Improvements Needed to Handle Future Tonnage from the Rollout of 

New Franchised Collection Services for Member Agencies and to Redeem the SBWMA’s 2000 

Bonds; and for the Final Plan of Finance be Reviewed by the Finance Commission Prior to 

Council Taking Action on the Final Issuance of Debt was approved by a show of hands (3-2, 

Feierbach, Dickenson no). 

  

Councilmember Feierbach stated that her no vote reflected the fact that there are too many 

outstanding issues for which she is concerned. She also stated that replacement of the facility is 

not an urgent need. 

  

Discussion and Direction on Solid Waste Collection Fees 
Public Works Director Davis stated that at the last meeting various rate models were presented to 

the City Council. Tonight’s model utilizes the entire remaining Allied Waste settlement monies 

to offset fees. He reviewed the various alternatives indicated in the model. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach expressed her desire that the entire $600,000 settlement be utilized to 

offset rate increases. 

  

ACTION: Councilmember Feierbach made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Wozniak to 

approve “Alternate 6” for the new solid waste collection fee structure. 

  

In response to Councilmember Dickenson, Public Works Director Davis shared the information 

from a 2006 staff report that outlines details of the breakdown of the rate structure. He reviewed 

the details, and noted that this information was forwarded to ratepayers at that time. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman stated that the $600,000 settlement monies are discretionary, and 

could be used elsewhere. He described the minimal mitigation of rates if all the money is to be 

used to offset a rate increase. He expressed his desire to use this money for other projects as it is 

not in the best interest of the City to use it as proposed. 

  



ACTION: Councilmember Lieberman made a substitute motion to approve “Alternate 4” as it 

serves the citizens better. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson stated that he cannot support using ratepayer money for anything 

else, as it should be paid back. He noted that rates and fees for other services will be increasing. 

  

Discussion ensued regarding the settlement monies. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach stated that the intent was to reimburse the ratepayers with the 

settlement monies. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson noted that he wanted to pay the money back at the time it was 

received, but the direction at that time was to set it aside as a contingency fund. Some monies 

were used to hire a consultant to study this issue. 

  

City Manager Crist clarified that the settlement monies were received in installments. The future 

of the franchise was unclear at the time, and the City desired to look at options. The cost for the 

City providing its own solid waste services was not known at the time. 

  

Councilmember Wozniak expressed her desire that the ratepayers be reimbursed, and she 

commented that every resident will benefit. She expressed concerns about the City Council’s 

ability to determine where else to spend it.  

  

Councilmember Lieberman stated that the City Council should make decisions from a policy 

perspective. He expressed concerns regarding the condition of the streets. The proposal is not the 

best use of $600,000. 

  

Public Works Director Davis noted that this amount represents one year’s budget for pavement 

management. 

  

Mayor Braunstein stated that the money belongs to the ratepayers and should be reimbursed. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman withdrew his substitute motion. 

  

In response to Councilmember Lieberman, Public Works Director Davis clarified that the 

settlement was received as a result of a tipping fees issue and was not due to overpayment by 

ratepayers. 

  

Evan Boyd, Allied Waste, explained that a lower tipping rate was given to another hauler 

utilizing Ox Mountain, and the settlement resulted when the issue was raised about the disparity 

in rates. He noted that everyone now pays the same. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman stated that the settlement did not come as a result of overpayment by 

ratepayers, and that he would feel differently if that were the case. 

  



ACTION: On the original motion, made by Councilmember Feierbach, seconded by 

Councilmember Wozniak, to approve “Alternate 6”, was approved by a show of hands (4-1, 

Lieberman no). 
  
RECESS:  9:40 P.M. 

RECONVENE 9:45 P.M 
  
NEW BUSINESS 

Annual Review of Council Priority Calendar - Step One:  Reviewing the Projects 
Executive Assistant Stallings described the use of the priority calendar as a way to manage 

priorities for the City Council and staff. She outlined the three-step process. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach noted that the list of potential items for the Community Development 

Department is lengthy, and she asked what or how many items could realistically be 

accomplished. Mayor Braunstein requested clarification as to which items were necessary and 

pressing versus those that are desired. 

  

Community Development Director de Melo stated that all items are worthy. He reviewed the 

Planning Commission’s process in ranking the items, and outlined those that were critical in 

assisting with the planning process. 

  

Discussion ensued regarding specific line items. Community Development Director de Melo 

clarified that none of the items is required by any law or regulation. 

  

Mayor Braunstein expressed concern that the list for Community Development is long. Items are 

not being completed, and many hours are required for one or two projects. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson suggested reestablishing the Permit Efficiency Task Force (PETF) 

and routing some items to it to address.  

  

Discussion ensued regarding traffic policies and Share the Road. 

  

Public Works Director Davis reviewed the policies for best practices, and noted that a model 

traffic ordinance is available.  

  

Council discussion ensued regarding the potential cancellation of the second meeting in August. 

Mayor Braunstein expressed concern regarding Council’s work load, and recommended keeping 

that meeting date on the list. 

  

Council concurred to cancel December 22, but to keep the August 25
th

 meeting. 

  

Executive Assistant Stallings stated that this matter would be continued to the March 24
th

 

meeting, when the projects would be ranked. 

  

COMMISSION, COMMITTEE, AND COUNCIL INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

ASSIGNMENT UPDATES, AND STAFF ITEMS 

Appointments to Planning, Parks and Recreation, and Finance Commissions 



City Clerk Cook noted that the City Council undertook two evenings of interviews of candidates 

for the Planning, Parks and Recreation, and Finance Commission. 

  

Councilmember Feierbach stated that there were many excellent candidates, and it will be 

difficult to make a decision. 

  

Mayor Braunstein expressed his appreciation to the candidates for their interviews and for their 

desire to serve the community. 

  

Ballots were distributed. 

  

City Clerk Cook noted that the following candidates received three or more votes during the first 

round of balloting. 

Planning (3 seats available): Robert Mayer and Kristin Mercer 

Parks and Recreation Adult (4 seats available): Richard Bortoli, Kevin Sullivan, and Susan 

Wright 

Parks and Recreation Youth (2 seats available): Anna Wheeler, Kayla Wright 

Finance Commission (2 seats available): Lynnel Callagy, Jeffrey Hyman 
  
City Clerk Cook noted that there was a tie for the third Planning Commission seat and fourth 

Parks and Recreation (Adult) Commission seat. A second round of ballots was distributed. Phil 

Mathewson, applicant for Planning, received three votes during that round, and Margo 

Cheechov, applicant for reappointment to Park and Recreation, also received three votes. 

  

MEETING EXTENSION at this time, being 10:30 P.M., on a motion by Councilmember 

Dickenson, seconded by Councilmember Wozniak, the meeting was unanimously extended by 

30 minutes by a show of hands. 

  

City Clerk Cook noted that each of the Commission’s appointments required a separate 

resolution. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Lieberman, seconded by Councilmember Dickenson, 

Resolution 10099 appointing Lynnel Callagy and Jeffrey Hyman to the Finance Commission for 

three-year terms to expire March 1, 2012, was unanimously approved by a show of hands. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Lieberman, seconded by Councilmember Dickenson, 

Resolution 10100 appointing Anna Wheeler and Kayla Wright to the Parks and Recreation 

Commission (Youth) for one-year terms to expire March 1, 2010, was unanimously approved by 

a show of hands. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Feierbach, seconded by Councilmember Dickenson, 

Resolution 10101 appointing Robert Mayer, Kristin Mercer, and Phil Mathewson to the Planning 

Commission for three-year terms to expire March 1, 2012, was unanimously approved by a show 

of hands. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Wozniak, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Resolution 10102 appointing Richard Bortoli, Margo Cheechov and Susan Wright to the Parks 



and recreation Commission for two-year terms to expire March 1, 2011, was unanimously 

approved by a show of hands. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman expressed his desire to send a letter of appreciation to Don 

McKenzie, who was not reappointed to the Planning Commission. 

  

Verbal report from Councilmembers on Intergovernmental (IGR) and Subcommittee 

Assignments 
Councilmember Wozniak stated she attended an Infrastructure Committee meeting. She also 

stated she attended a meeting of a coalition of Peninsula Cities regarding the proposed high-

speed rail project, and noted that Belmont will be invited to join the coalition. She provided a 

summary of the issues addressed, including the suggestion for undergrounding the rail. 

  

Councilmember Lieberman stated that topics discussed at the recent Infrastructure Committee 

meeting included the Shoreway facility bonds, Foster City’s allocation toward the PG&E Rule 

20A undergrounding project, solid waste fees, low-to-moderate income housing, sewer charges, 

and the Alameda de las Pulgas striping. He clarified the public comments made earlier this 

evening by Rick Frautschi, and noted that the June timeline for coming up with a solution is what 

was discussed by the Infrastructure Committee. He stated that Councilmember Wozniak did a 

good job of chairing a contentious meeting. 

  

Councilmember Wozniak stated that short-term solutions are needed for the Alameda situation. 

She is not willing to give up bike lanes. 

  

Community Development Director de Melo provided a brief update on the Economic 

Development subcommittee activities. He noted that there will be a meeting soon with the master 

developer for Shoreway Place. The Request for Quote (RFQ) process for Firehouse Square has 

been suspended. He noted that this site may be better served by combining it with the Village 

Center site. 

  

Verbal Report from City Manager 
City Manager Crist stated that the Daily Post newspaper has requested Belmont salary 

information. He noted that the paper has published salaries from other cities. 

  

MATTERS OF COUNCIL INTEREST/CLARIFICATION 

Discussion regarding ways to thank the City of Foster City for transferring Rule 20A 

credits to Belmont (Lieberman) 
Councilmember Lieberman suggested that staff discuss options with Foster City regarding ways 

to thank them for their contribution of their Rule 20A funds for the completion of Belmont’s 

undergrounding project on Old County Road. He suggested offering residential rates for Foster 

City residents who wish to take Belmont Recreation classes. 

  

Councilmember Dickenson suggested the installation of a small plaque on Old County Road to 

memorialize this contribution. 

  



Councilmember Feierbach suggested giving a Key to the City. She noted that she has written to 

all members of the Foster City Council to thank them. 

  

Council concurred to direct staff to explore ideas. 



  

ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 10:58 P.M. 

             
            Terri 

Cook 
City Clerk 

  
Meeting Tape Recorded and Videotaped 

Audio Recording 722 

  
 


